
Promo-LEX  Election
Observation  Mission  found  a
number of worrying incidents
Use of administrative resources, involving religious cults in
the  election  campaign  of  a  candidate,  use  of  undeclared
financial and in-kind resources, as well as violation of the
restrictions  imposed  by  the  National  Extraordinary  Public
Health Commission. These are the main findings of Promo-LEX
Observation  Mission,  reflected  in  its  Report  No  7  on  the
observation of the presidential election in the Republic of
Moldova.

Besides  the  findings  related  to  the  campaign  activities
carried out by the two candidates that reached the second
round of election, Promo-LEX OM underlines repeatedly the lack
of explicit and exhaustive legal provisions in the Electoral
Code to regulate the conduct of the second round of elections.
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Promo-LEX Observation Mission draws the attention on a case
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that could be interpreted as use of undeclared financial and
in-kind resources by candidate Igor Dodon. It is about alleged
printing of larger number of the campaign newspapers than
stated in the printing data, as well as at another printing
house than stated in the publication.

It is also suspicious that, though both the newspaper and the
invoice for printing services are dated 9 November 2020, the
publication contains at least one picture that seems to be
taken at the press conference of 10 November 2020 of district
presidents and deputy presidents in support of candidate Igor
Dodon. In addition, at least two copies of newspapers printed
before  the  first  round  of  elections  were  found  in  the
Universul  printing  house.  However,  according  to  the
information reported to CEC, candidate Igor Dodon did not
print newspapers or other promotional products at Universul
printing house during the electoral campaign for the elections
of 1 November 2020.

We  also  warn  about  the  violation  of  the  restrictions
established  by  the  National  Extraordinary  Public  Health
Commission, as two types of events involving a big number of
participants were carried out in support of Igor Dodon. One of
them was a people’s march in Balti Municipality in which more
than 200 people participated, and the other one was about at
least 20 car marches across the country, involving more than
450 cars. Another people’s march is scheduled to take place in
Chisinau on 13 November 2020 in support of the same candidate.

The observers also reported two cases of involving religious
cults in the election campaign of candidate Igor Dodon.

The contenders continue to use administrative resources

Promo-LEX observers reported at least 142 electoral activities
carried out by the two runner-up candidates for the second
round of the presidential election. Of them, Igor Dodon (IC)
carried out 51% of activities (72), while Maia Sandu (PAS)



carried out 49% (70). PSRM continues its active participation
in the campaign of independent candidate Igor Dodon.

Also,  at  least  12  cases  that  can  be  regarded  as  use  of
administrative resources were found. Out of them, 11 cases
featured Igor Dodon (IC), and one case – Maia Sandu (PAS).

At least MDL 500,853 were not reported by the two election
contenders

According  to  the  reports  submitted  to  CEC,  the  revenues
reported by election contenders for 4-6 November totalled MDL
956,816, including donations in commodities, objects, works
and services. Of these, MDL 556,367 (58%) were reported by
Maia Sandu (PAS), and Igor Dodon (IC) reported MDL 400,450
(42%).

The OM estimated that at least MDL 500,853 were not reported
by the two election contenders for the first week of election
campaign for the second round of the presidential election. Of
that amount, Igor Dodon (IC) did not report MDL 394,422 (79%),
while MDL 106,431 (21%) were not reported by Maia Sandu (PAS).

Also note that the election contenders continue not to report
expenses  associated  with  electioneerers  and  not  to  submit
declarations on their volunteer work.

An increase in the number of people wanting to vote at the
place of stay, that is at home

The Promo-LEX Observation Mission sounds the alarm bells about
the increase in the number of people willing to cast their
vote at home, compared to the first round. In this context, we
also draw the attention to at least four cases when requests
to vote at the place of stay were collected by unauthorised
people: three cases involved people reported as electioneerers
of candidate Igor Dodon; and one case involved employees of
the post office.



Electoral  bodies’  failure  to  comply  with  protection
requirements

Although slight improvements were noticed in terms of the
extent  to  which  DECs  comply  with  the  epidemiological
requirements, the fact that not all DECs observe the pandemic-
related requirements is worrying: 5 (14%) councils do not have
a  register  for  monitoring  the  temperature  of  electoral
officials; at least 8 (22%) DECs do not measure the visitors’
temperature; 2 DECs (6%) do not display any information about
the health protection rules during pandemic.

Unfortunately,  precinct  electoral  bureaus  (PEBs)  were  also
found not to comply with the protection requirements in the
context of pandemic.

The second round affected by
hate speech and incitement to
discrimination

Hate speech and incitement to discrimination influenced the
election campaign of the second round. Thus, of a total of 51
reported cases, the independent candidate Igor Dodon used this
type of speech in 7 cases.
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At the same time, there were reported at least 34 cases of
using hate messages and/or incitement to violence against the
PAS  candidate  Maia  Sandu  (26  cases)  and  the  independent
candidate Igor Dodon (8 cases) by politicians, journalists,
opinion leaders or candidates’ supporters.

In other 10 cases, this type of speech targeted members of
political parties and/or supporters of candidates, as well as
public officials, politicians and voters in general.

The Promo-LEX Association emphasises that the use of hate
speech and incitement to discrimination in the public space
and in the mass-media by candidates and their supporters harms
not only the dignity of counter-candidates, by also that of
people from particular social groups, including when prejudice
and  stereotypes  are  used  or  when  people  are  incited  to
discrimination and violence.

The Observation Mission for the Elections of the President of
the Republic of Moldova on 1 November 2020 is conducted by
Promo-LEX Association with the financial support of the United
States Agency for International Development (USAID) via the
‘Democracy, Transparency and Accountability’ Program, the Good
Governance  Department  of  Soros  Foundation-Moldova  under
‘Monitoring the Presidential Elections of 1 November 2020’
Project, and the Council of Europe under ‘Support for civic
observation of 2020 Presidential Election in polling stations
abroad’. ‘Hate speech’ component is supported by Justice and
Human  Rights  Department  of  Soros  Foundation-Moldova  under
‘Consolidation of a platform for the development of activism
and education in the area of human rights in Moldova – stage
IV’ Project.  

The  translation  and  dissemination  of  this  report  was
financially supported by the European Platform for Democratic
Elections  (EPDE),  which  is  financially  supported  by  the
European Union and funds by the Federal Foreign Office of
Germany, including its ifa funding program zivik.



Find the full report here.

If there are any discrepancies between the text in Romanian
and its translation, the provisions formulated in Romanian
shall prevail. 

For more information, please contact:
Inga Stegarescu, Press Officer of Promo-LEX Association
GSM: 069 26 96 84;
E-mail: inga.stegarescu@promolex.md.
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